
           MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

SLINGER MIDDLE SCHOOL PBO 

 HELD ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2014 

 

 

Our meeting began at 6:00 p.m.   

 

 

In attendance were:  Dean Goneau, Noelle Stoffel, Deb Skocir, Amy Campbell, Cathy Sunila, 

Cherie Rhodes, Cindy Raimer, Kim Graham, and Gina Lange. 

 

1.    Election of Board Officers 
 President:  Noelle Stoffel 

 Vice President:  Kim Graham 

 Treasurer:  Vacant 

 Secretary:  Deb Skocir 

 

2.    Treasurer’s Report  
 None at the present time. 

 

3. Fall Fundraiser 

 The Survey Monkey survey revealed that parents are definitely in favor of cutting out the 

middle man for fund raising. 

 Ideas:  S.E.A. Hamster; Cow Chip Bingo; dodge ball competition; donkey basketball. 

 Timing will be important and the fall fundraiser is usually our biggest money maker. Mid-

April during the Middle School Celebration may provide a great opportunity to have a 

dodge ball tourney. 

 Dean wants the two new co-chairs of the fundraiser committee, Cindy Raimer and Cathy 

Sunila (yay Cindy and Cathy), to make the decision and coordinate with Griffin Glapa. 

 

4. Grant Applications for teachers 
 It was agreed, as usual, that teachers need only submit a grant application form and if a 

 special meeting via email is needed for approval, the Board will get it done.  To date, no 

 application has ever been denied.   We provide funds for each grade level ($400 each) 

 and for special events such as the 7
th

 grade field trip to see  the Christmas Carol. In 

 order to free up teacher’s precious time, we also give a substantial amount to the band, 

 chorus, and art departments ($1400 to each). 

 

5. Parent Volunteers WE NEED YOUR HELP, PLEASE! 
 Parent participation is minimal.  We need help and hope that more parents will attend our 

 meetings, which are open to everyone.  Please join us to learn about your child’s school, 

 what our goals are as far as fundraising and have a cup of coffee and cookie with  us.  

 

6. Other 
 There was a lot of confusion and a lengthy discussion as to the status of the PBO 

 501(c)(3) application.  **See the post-script to these minutes. 

 

 

  



7. Meeting dates for the 2014-15 school year 
 Our PBO meetings will be back to the Tuesday routine, and will be held on an as-needed 

 basis, but at least every third month. The next meeting will be on September 9, 2014 at 

 6:00 p.m. in the school library. 

 

 

There being no other business on the table for discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVED:      Deb Skocir     

       Deborah J. Skocir 

       SMS PBO Secretary 

       

As a post-script to these minutes, I spoke, at length, to Rhonda McCreedy following our meeting 

since there were so many questions as to the status of our 501(c)(3) application. (For federal 

purposes, 501(c)(3) confers a tax-exempt benefit; at the state level a Form 990 is filed seeking to 

form a non-profit organization.  The IRS filing fee is $800 and fees associated with State filing 

include the registration to solicit funds, which is a $15.00 annual Wisconsin requirement if seeking 

a certificate of exempt purpose from the Department of Revenue, which allows purchases without 

the imposition of a sales tax.) 

 

This is what Rhonda wrote in an email: 

This is more like ”where do I start” so here it is from the beginning…. Roughly 3 years ago there was an 

issue at another school district where the PTO sponsored a volleyball game for the school and the referee 

was hurt. She sued not only the PBO and the school district but also the PBO board members personally. 

This caused our, 4 at that time [none at SMS], PBO’s to be concerned and the high school was directed to 

buy insurance for all 4 PBO’s as one unit. My understanding is that the school board at the same time was 

requesting that the PBOs stop using the district’s tax exempt number and sales tax exemption and have us 

apply for our own. Since we were already moving towards this “loose” combining of the PBO’s, it was 

decided before we totally lost the privilege of using these numbers we start to set up our own 501(c)(3) 

that included all the PBO’s. Tom Matesek from the High School PBO worked with the treasurer at 

Addison who worked for the Schenk accounting firm in Fond du lac (She now works [elsewhere] and is 

no longer the treasurer but she was still guiding this project until the beginning of this year) to file the 

application. While this was happening, one representative from each PBO were meeting to develop By-

laws, etc. that were needed for the application which was submitted about 2 years ago. Currently, we are 

still waiting for the government to approve it. I think we should receive approval by the end of this year. 

With that said, we still  had to file our tax returns for the 2012-2013 fiscal year. This was handed off to 

me once the former Allenton Treasurer moved on. So I retained the Milkus & Lofy accounting firm to 

prepare the return which has been filed. I am currently working with the accounting firm to take care of 

some information the state has now requested. Once the Federal government approves us for 501(c)(3) 

status we will apply for the sales tax number. 

 This brings me to the 2013-2014 fiscal year.  I am currently collecting the financial information from the 

different PBO’s for the accountant. Once that is complete I will have Milkus & Lofy file the return and I 

will be also be moving on since I am no longer involved with the Middle School PBO. 

 I am aware that [it was] suggested [that] each PBO file for 501(c)(3) status but as you can see this is a 

lengthy process and it would cost too much in filing fees, tax return preparation and insurance for what 

they suggested as a benefit. In addition, someone on each Board would be responsible for this and it is 

difficult enough finding one person to do it.  



  

  

 

 

 

 


